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A Vindication, &c. 



§ i. f tf "^ HE Sacred Oracle s y of our Blefied 
Saviour, e v'ry w h ere ch arge us, 
I to treat the Minifters of Religion 
JSL with a becoming Efteem & Vene- 
ration. The Apost l e^ befeeches us to know them i 
that labour among us, and are over us, in the Lord, 
and admonift us, and efteem them very highly 
for their Works fake. Nor is this inculcated upon 
us, as a* Duty only ; but recommended to us, as. 
our Inter eft. And the reverfe is, a fure Method 
to bring the BleiTed Truths, which they deliver, 
into Contempt and Ridicule •, and banifh all feri- 
ous Religion out of the World. A finiuYd Strata- 
gem of the Devil \ To this purpofe one of our very 
Reverend Divines well expreffes himfelf! " As a 
" corrupt, ignorant & vicious Clergy, isone of the 
" darkeft & mod comprehenfive Infelicities,under 
11 which tire /uilers oiP the darlcne'fs of this World, 
" hold it putnfying, yea, the grand caufe of all 
" the Corruption, in which Mankind lye gene- 
" rally languiming and perifning : And it is not 
" for nothing, that when the Kingdom of our GOD 
" comes on, this muft he one Introdu&ion or Con- 
* cdmitant of it -, Thus Jays the Lord God, heboid. 
< c I am a-gainjl the Shepherds^ dn'd\ jalUaife them 
« W\ -m i "ceding y '^jo^Uc:!ld^ 
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'< liver my Flomfrcm their mouth. So the Re-, 
ic verfe of this, is, a fet of Good Men infpired 
e< with an holy Zeal to do good, who like Angels, 
i : flying thro" the midfl of Heaven, Preach nothing 
<c but the Everlafling Go/pel, with the true Spirit 
ic of it unto them who dwell upon the Eurth : Cer- 
* e tainly fuch Men are the Stars whom GOD 
" calls, by their Karnes, they Jhine as Lights in the 
"World, in their benign Influences-, theBleifmgs 
" of the People that enjoy them are wonderful! 
u are wonderful \ 

§ 2. Boston may hoaft of almoli an urrpa* 
ralel'd Happinefs in their Ministers-, Tome of 
us, have travel'd to other, and diverfe parts of 
the World ^ and we fincerely profefs, we never 
faw the Place that excelled Boston in" this re- 
fpect. GOD has indulged to this People a very 
Candid, Learned, and Religious fet of Men, -who 
in, all things unbiaffedly confult the good of their 
refpedtive Flocks •, nor do they intermeddle with 
othr Men's Affairs more than what is proper to 
their Function. 5 Tis this endears them unto xi\ 
Und makes us rejoyce in them j and offer our 
thanks to G O D for the Gifts and Graces that 
thine fo villbly in them. And we thought our 
jKe'fghbcurswtie all feniible of the Invaluable B ! m 
■Jirigs ofG O D to us, in this Regard : But to our 
Afbonifhment, we fee/owe in this Place fo darjrifr 
l h Vrcjahe, . as to Libel and Lampoon thefe holf 
'Servants, of our BlefTed JESUS 5 arid otht'rs fo 
fooli flily fond of their in velitves, as to ceunte- 
;ce and promote them-, and this, among /c^r 
urns, and Mcw'jlts o?ouvU:j/rc es. 

s - in 
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§ 3- O F late, there has been Publifhed, (it 
may be fpoken to our difhonour) feveral detraltitig 
and fcandalous Pamphlets, tending to reader the 
Ministry Vain and Ridiculous. In thefe, this 
SacredOrder of Men has keenSt range ly reprefented, 
and horribly animaverted upon. Many things have 
been charged on them, of which they been in- 
tirely Innocent, and many things that it i* their 
Glory they have J poke them, have been moft ma- 
licioufly perverted and equivocated. And now, 
who mould the Authors of thefe be, but Stran- 
gers or Abjects, which inhances their Folly, 
and makes their Impudence the more brazen and 
flagitious. Above all, we wonder at a Oteftl/J? 
J&apEt, which has been, and is now, Publifhed, 
either drjignedly, to affront our Minifters, and 
render them Odious ^ or elfe, it has hitherto, 
wretchedly deviated from it's ultimate Intent, and 
been notorioufly proftituted to that He/'ijh Servi- 
tude. We know no Nation under the Sun, that 
has fo openly and ailiduoufly infulted the Mi Nis- 
t e r s of their GODj and been fo ftrenuous, in 
their Endeavours, to make them defpicable and 
deteftable to their People, as the Authors of this 
fcandalous JLibzL 

§ 4. That the World may fee this Reprefen- 
tation is juft, we will recite a few Pafiages ( as a 
Specimen ). from their Writings, palling over the 
many indirect and fcandalous Glances at them. 
In the Writings of John Williams ( Tobacconift ) 
' The Minifters have generally revolted from the 
1 good old way, and have fet up a way that their 
* Fathers knew not of, neither entered it into their, 
' hearts, to allude unto J, r.^.23. Thev are revol e I. 

1 and 



' and gone. A&m, Defetiive 'in morals, -7 The 
« caufes of Dtvijions. People are afraid the 

* Miniftew do affc£t to Rule over them, m Tempo- 
« rait) as the Pope c£Rome does Temporally as well 
' as Spiritually rule and determine things -- -. 

In the Leame&Tatiacori?*, ' The Infatuations in 
4 thisCotmtry feem always to have proceeded from 
' fame of thofe who call themfelves the Sons of 

* Levi. They are reprefented as Men of WICKED 
'DESIRES - — and impious,, ignorant & brafen- 
'faced. M> Fides ! Ob Impiety ! Ob Brafs ! In 
' the Rebellion.? on the Town Meeting,Au£. 1 1 . 1 7 2 n 

* It is thought by three parts of this Town that its 
1 better they were a-foot with a good pair of Shoes 

* on their Feet, and a Staff in their hand?. Iff- 

* cendiaries of Strife & DiviiTon. In the Courant, 

1 No. 23. flUtoff of t&eajHntfter* ere to tc 
• $ tfcat imuw me to tijinft, it t jj from 

* ttie J&etifl No. 2v T/j<? Inflruments oj mij- 

* chic) & trouble both in Church & Statejrom the , 
« Witchcraft to Inoculation •> . Formerly there 

* were many^grave & wife Minifters, but now there 
'artjew.***! But 'tis needlefs and endlefs to 
quote, the Paflagetaie fo notorious and numerous. 

§ $. Thekf. licj'Icitions'uponand-Abufes of this 
Sacred Order of Men, are fufficient, to make the 
faqfl: profeffed Li ben me blulh. Who is there that 
can fee all this, the Mini sTfcifc, by whom they 
expert to be brought home to CHRIST, thus auda- 
ciouflv infulted; thus vilely trampled upon, and 
impioiifly b roianeSon* oi' CCjal), 

and tamely & filently hear ih 'Tis this «ma 
& alarms m it a But)' incli(pcnfil/ 



incumbent upon us, more thoroug My to enquire 
into the Charatter? of our Ministers, whether 
they are worthy of thefe Barbarouslie flexions, yea 
or no > We cannot anfwer the neglect of this -, if 
we fhould, our Confciences would one Day, as a 
Flaming Witncfs flufli our Guilt in our Faces. We 
are their People, and hope by their precious Mini' 
ftry to be brought home to G D, & Everlafting 
Life •, and therefore we are bound to appear in 
their Jufi Vindication-, and refcue our Children, 
and our Neighbours from the deadly Poij'on, which 
thefe Children of the Old Serpent would ' infufe 
into them. And here firft, We cannot but admire 
the Moderation, and confummate Patience of our 
Pastors, amidft thefe outragious and provoking 
Abufes & Scandals. They mine wfth an Vnjhaken 
Conflancy, and ftill go on to Minifter in thofe very 
parts of their Office, that ten Thoufand difficulties 
have confpired to obftrutt them in. Their Dis- 
charge of their TublickMin'iftry is too well known, 
to need a Report of ours, and tBeir Vrayers &&er- 
mons proclaim them, to be Workmen that need not 
" be afhamed. Their Printed Labours are incon- 
teftable Teftimonies of their Abilities ; and fp«& 
an excellent Spirit breathing in them. Their nine 
Lectures upon EarlyViety, Preached in fo remarka- 
ble a Time, that it plainly fhew'd, G O D was 
with them : Thefe ( if nothing elfe ) recommend 
them to the Love & EJfeem of all good People ; and 
we do not wonder to fee the Devil fo earneft- in his 
revenges upon them. Their PaftoralViJits are 
wifely,painfully & faithfully manag'd ; and if wc 
enquire into their moxeprivate Conversation, we 
find them Jhining Inflances, of the mo# refined 

Virtue 
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Virtue & Religion. They are always ready to do 
Good, and Reioice in all K^poriunit^es for it. Ne? 
ver are they addreffed by any in Affliction, but 
they adminifter Comfort,and the .-ffltffed find the 
Bowels of a Father in them 5 and their Liberalities 
are alfo truly extraordinary. We never enjoy their 
Company, but their Savoury 8c Entertaining Difi 
courfe evidently difcovers an Internal Source of 
Goodnefs in them s and the Blame centers upon 
ourfelves, if we grow not better 8c wifer by it: 
Some of them have fiteat f^atueg in diftant 
Lands * and foreign Countries have a great Vene- 
ration for them. But to conclude their Praifes, 
they are more precious than the fine gold \ than the 
golden wedge oj Opbir. 

§ 6. But now, what is there can juftify 
the virulent and unwear^d Endeavours of thefe 
Wicked Men to make them Odious > The only pre- 
text they have is, That the Mi nist ers have in- 
termedled with Civ /"/Affairs, and gone out of their 
Line -j and the only Inftance they can give of this, 
( for the others are only groundlefs Surmifes, or 
open Calumnies ) is this, When the Small-Pox was ' 
firfr. breaking into the Town,, and every one fore- 
faw and- feared a dreadful Mortality •, thefe food 
Men were apprifed of a fafe Method, which they 
by the ordinary Blefling of GOD, hoped might be 
an Inftrument of faving many Lives. This Me- 
thod came to them with very authentic Recom- 
mendations *, nor was ever, any Remedy attended 
with a more uninterrupted, 8c remarkable Succefs 
than this. This they communicated to the Phy- 
si c i ans -, urging them,(not to put it into practice, 
as the News-Letter declares,but) to meet together^ 

and 
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and confult how far, or whether at all, it might be 
practis'd j and defiring they would proceed with 
mutual sffifiances^ each to t'other, as GOD ihould 
direct them. And to do fome juftice by the way 
to that eminent Per/on, the Learned Dr. Cotton 
Mather, Fellow of tlie Royal Society ( who to his 
honour ) was the principal Infirument, in promo- 
ving this Method among us : ( and who now dif- 
dains to draw his £ZtlZVQU$ &ZXI for his own 
lW/Vd//0>7,againft the many foolim#atttpftiet 
that are pointed at him ; and who changes not his 
Temper for all their inviduous Calumnies ^ ) we 
will here tranfcribe the Words with which he con- 
cludes his Addrefs to the IPU^fi'Ctang* D <* tec ^ 
June 6. 172 1. "I will only fay, (writes the 
"Doctor ) that inafmuch as the Practice of fuf- 
" fering and preventing the Small-Pox jn the way 
" ofginOCUlattOtl has never yet,(as far asl have 
" heard ) been introduced into our iSation •, where 
" there are fo many that would give great Sums ft. 
" have their Lives infur'd,from the dangers of this 
" dreadful Diftemper, nor has ever any one in all 
'" America ever yet, made the tryal of it ( tho J we 
* c have feveral Africans among us, as I now find, 
" who tryed it in their own Country ) I cannot but 
* move it be WARILY proceeded in. I durft not 
" yet engage, that the Succefs of the tryal here 
" will be the fame, as has hitherto been in the 
" other Hemifpherc. But I am very confident, no 
Ci perfon would mifcarry in it, but what piuft mod 
* ( certainly have mifcarried upon talcing it the 
c< Common way. And I would humbly advife, that 
" it be never made, but under the management, 
« of a Skilful J&$?fiCfail, who will wifely pre- 
B w pare 
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u pare the Body for it before he performs the O 
" peration. Gentlemen, My requefl is, that you 
" would meet for a Confutation upon this Occafion, 
" and to deliberate upon it, that whoever firft be- 
" gins this praftiie, ( if you approve that it fhoidd 
" be begun at all) may have the concurrence of his 

«' voorthy Brethren to'fortify him in it . 

Thus the Doctor, . 

We appeal to the whole World, whether tins 

Gentleman vcent out oj his line, or did any thing, 
but what became a Minifier, a Chnftian,ox a Gen- 
tleman, in his addrefs. And this is alHhe blame 
they do with any Colour charge upon him,& which 
has given Life to fo many monftrous, and bitter 
lnvethves againft him. But to return from this; 
Excurilon. The pjJfQctang never met nor 
confulted about this Method, according to the de- 
dresottiie Ministers, till one of them began 
the Experiment upon his Family. He had juft 
reafon to apprehend them in danger of being In- 
fected thtComwon zvay : and here, I cannot omit to 
obferve the happy juntlure of Affairs that united, 
to render this hia Attempt Innocent 8c B 'amelefs. 
The worthyTowNsMEN had taken the Guards oft 
the \nfellcd houfes, and in effect proclaim'd the 
Infetlion fo prevalent, that 'twould be in vain, to 
ftrive to fupprefs it. By this all the Nurfes were 
commiihoned, to air themfelves, who had been 
frilled, for a eonfiderable Time,by a clofe Confine- 
ment with the Sick ; Liberty was declared to them 
to walk the Streets j and now as the necejjities of 
the Sick urged, thefe Infetted perfons might go to 
our DotJors upon any occafion > and any heedlefs 
or head-ftrong Neighbours run in to vifit their con- 
tagious 



L 9 J 

tagious Friends », which muft. neceiTanly render 
their Families very obnoxtious to the diftemper 
This clearly evinces the emnency of the danger 
his Family was in % and in a great meafiire vindi- 
cates his procedure. But notwithstanding, a mighty 
Storm was raifed, & a faucy Libel publilhed, which 
among other things demanded an anfwer to a Cafe 
oj ConJeience% Six Mi n isters of Boston under- 
took to give a proper anfwer to the Demand, 
wherein they did fome juftice to the Gentleman 
that that Paper had unjuftly reproached* After 
this,theM i n ist ers were filent for feveralMonths, 
till at length the conftant Succefs of the Expert 
ment encouraged Some of them to publifh their 
Sentiments on this fiibject, efpecially what related 
to the cafe of COtttXtEnCe. And here, we think 
it very ftrange & rediculous, to fee the Satyrifts 
play the Divine, and deny that it falls under the 
Cognizance of our Ministers, when fo many 
People pretend CONSCIENCE in the matter. This 
is to boaft of their own Divinity, as if they Were 
the only proper judges of what is the part of a 
'Divine, and to Counterpoint their own Skill and 
Judgment to that of our famous Profejjors, But 
we will not ask who go out oj their line now ? This 
is a full Hiftory of the crimes charged on the Mi- 
nijiers, wherein they have gont out oj their tine 
That is to fay, When they faw their People dying 
about them* and their dearelt Friends they had , 
Gajptngfor their Breath, they did 1 not caft off all 
bowels dtcvmp<7$vn^ and be content that no further 
trVal mould be made of a Method, that they ap 
prehefcded would deliver them from \brit danger* 

£ 2 § ■ 7 
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§ -j. We will not on this occafion enquire, now 
far our IPraCtttf QtlZV$ •& late JLtftelterg have 
gone out of their line. But this we remark, that 
tinny Per/on, of any Profeihon, had been appri- 
fed of afafe Method, to preferve his Neighbour's 
Life, in a Time of common danger, and had not 
communicated it to him, he had approved himfelf 
to be of a very Uiv-natural, and un-chrifHan Tenr- 
per. And our Ministers efpecially, who are 
Shining Patterns of Charity, would have appear'd 
with a diftinguifht Blacknefs, had they neglected 
this good Office to the Flocks intrufted with them. 
How very urijuft and wicked then are iheOb/wuies 
and Outrages which have been for this Caufe hea- 
ped upon them. The famous Mr. Thomas Thachcr 
was not reviled, forgoing out oj his line, when he 
Publimed a Sheet of Directions, relating to the 
•Small Pox,, Forty three Years iince. And feve- 
ral eminent Ministers in the Country, havt 
pra&ifed Phyfick, and feveral do fo at this Day, 
and we could never hear them revii'd for going 
cut of their line : And poifibly, there are among 
the Ministers of Boston, filch as the beft 
3&Qt?rtCtatl£ m rile Land, need not be aihamed 
to advice withal. 

§ 8. After all, We have often heard that 
Maxim, That a Power to do Good not only gives a 
right, to the doing of it, bict makes the doing it a 
Duty. And we humbly conceive, if it were more 
regarded, the World would many ways reap the 
Bentjit of it. And to us it is very evident, that 
he that fees his Neighbour cxpofed to any great 
danger, and can reljeve him : not only has a Rights 
but mould look on it as his L\/jy, to do fo. 

$ 9. 
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§ 9. Now this being all the Crim>\ that ig 
with any Shadow otReafon charged upon our $®U 
!Ttftet#,we cannot but look upon it, as the great- 
eft inhumanity and blackeft ingratitude to treat 
them in fuch a manner as they have been; We 
ought rather to value & efteem them -, love and 
thank them, for their Goodnefs ? and blefs GOD 
for making them the Injiruments of fo much Good 
to us, and to our Families. .We are fure the great 
Succefs of the Vra'cfics, which they hoped fo well 
of, has caufed many among us to wifti, that in- 
ftead of filch bafe Methods, as have been taken 
to oppofeit, a regular management of it had been 
agreed upon ; and fome are of Opinion, that our 
£©ttlt{leE0 may fay to their wafted People, 
what the Spoftie did upon the Shipwreck, Sirs, 
You Jhju/d have hearkned unto me, and not have 
gained this Harm and Lnfs. 

§ to. But we will not enter into the Contro- 
verfy, what we obferve is, that according to this 
zmy of treating the ^tntttcrjS, which is now in 
Fafhion, it will come to this; If in a Time of com- 
mon Diftrefs, they with great Modefty offer their 
Opinion for the Common good, they 'fhall be cen- 
tred, forgoing out of their line. If on a Day of 
Tublick Thanksgiving, they mention Publick Mer- 
cies, as thofe of a good Government, &c. or if they 
rebuke the growing Sifts of the Times, and put 
any notorious Transgreffors in mind of the awful 
Threatnings, pronounced in the holy Writings 
againft them •, it fhall be deem'd going out of 
their line * jf^pa, their QLIattHttg of the imckcd 
fhall be ridiculoufly called, a 4'tUftUg oj them. 

If 
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If this impious & Satanic Cuftom prevail, we fhall 
involve our felvesinto a thoufand peraiciousfiw/xj 
Our Children will imbibe the poifon, and perifh 
like the Children of Bethel ; and our Elder People 
wiWpine away in their Iniquities. Our Reprovers 
and Prophets being Silenced, Iniquity and every 
Abomination will break in among us, and bear 
down like ail irrefiftable Torrent, all Virtue, and 
Religion before it. And what is moftly to be de- 
precated, all mariner of Spiritual Plagues will 
follow this our degeneracy -, and the Town grow 
ripe for a Wrath unto the JJttermoft. We readj 
They mocked the Mejfengers oj GOD, and mtfufed 
his Prophets, until the Wrath oj the Lord arofe a* 
gainfl his People, and there was no Remedy. In 
what a deplorable Condition mould we be, if Hea- 
ven fhould pronounce this direful fate upon us ) 
or, if the intolerable invetfives read among us> 
againft our Holy ^tntfterg, mould provoke 
G O D to deprive us of thefe Invaluable blejjings, 
and punifh us with a Clergy, that mould be Salt- 
without Savour, and Clouds without Rain, as we ( 
have feen in other Places. 

§ ii. In the mean time, we commiferate the 
deplorable State of thofe,who fignalize themfelve? 
by their Malice & Mifchief againft thefe faithful 
Servants of G O D. We have feen a Confpicu- 
ous blajl from Heaven attending fuch, and GOD 
has fo remarkably revenged the Iniquity, that 
none but fiich as are given over Jto a PfBal hard- 
nefs oj heart, can hide their Fear and Trembling. 
•And when we confider, the mecknefs of our fl^t* 
UtftCtjS under tfeeCe Abu] ating their G 
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rlous Alafler, who remained as dumb under the 
Shearers . We cannot but the more depr es- 
tate the fearful condition of thefe Revilers, and 
earneftly call upon our dear Freinds and Neigh- 
bours, to depart from the Tents of thefe Wicked 
Men, leaft they perifh with them. And we 
encourage our felves, that all our virtuous 
Neighbours will unite, to difcourage thefe WLitfa 
ED lltfceig. But. whether this will be taken 
well by them, or no, lure we are, it will be accep- 
table to our j&lefleD ^afctOttf , who is greatly 
offended at them who wrongHis faithfiilServants, 
and calls from Heaven , Wbypcrfecuteye me > 

§ 12. However, Our Beloved paffOJg, "We 
befeech you not to be in the leaft difcouraged 
in your faithful Services -, "We, who hope, to be 
part of your Crown at the Coming of our ?L0?& 
9]efU# Cftttft, earneftly intreat you to go on 
very chearfully & couragioufly in the Service of 
your great Mafter, You have many Cordial & Sin- 
cere Freinds among us, who love and efteem 
you the more, and Pray & Plead the more with 
Heaven for you, becaufe of thefe Cruel Enemies 
And we doubt not, but that Our 'BltfiZ'b fSH* 
tJt OUt ( whofe you are, and whom you ferve ) 
will ftill honour you to do great Service for Him, 
and relcue your Opportunities to do good, from 
the malicious and vjicktdiAtte mpts of your Adver- 
faries •, and at length, appear to your Joy and 
their unfpeakabje Shame 8c Ccnjufion: 

T o clofe all, By what we have faid, We fup- 
pofe that we mall be accounted, ( by fome ) 

Bufy 
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Bufy Inociilatcrs, and would have none to write 
on that Subject, but fuch as approve the Practice ; 
but we would not be fo mifreprefented, but' would 
have every one (if he fees caufe ) that has Leifure 
and Capacity to inftruet his Neighbours, to im- 
prove hisTalent,provided he does not fturThisCom- 
pofures with fcandalous Reflections, fuch as we 
have, and every Gbnfiian and Gentleman will de- 
clare againft. We are of opinion, that Perfons 
may differ in their Sentiments about this Practice, 
without declaring themlelves Open Enemies to one 
another, and neglecting Cbrijhan and Civil Con- 
versation -, and may notwithftanding, Unite in all 
thole things which tend to promote the COUt* 
ItlOU <H500Dr We m ay with more reafbn be 
angry, that two Perfbns do not Look alike, than 
that they do not in all things Think juft alike. 
We are of opinion, that in fuch Cafes as thefe, 
Every? erf on ought to Aft according to bis ovcnLight -, 
and we mould not Unchriftianty Cenfiire and Con- 
demn one another for the Vfe or Negletl of it, but 
preferve a due Efleem and Veneration for each 
other, and perform all Cbrifihm and Neighbourly 
offices notwithftanding •, which, that we of this 
flace may do, we mail not be wanting in our 
hearty Endeavours, and fivcere Addrelfes to the 
Throne of Grace — . To which every Friend of 
the f&lfbitCft will add his AMEN, 

Boflon, January 
30th, 1721-2. 
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